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Promotions
Ken Zen Ichi Peaceful Warriors  
Congratulations to Sensei Jenee Pacheco who was promoted to Second Degree Black Belt

Congratulations to Sensei Dejan Bellamy who was promoted to Second Degree Black Belt

Congratulations to Darryl Gregory on earning the rank of Brown Belt

Congratulations to Ebem Ogwulumba on earning the rank of Green Belt

House of Soke II
Congratulations to Austyn Raines on earning the rank of Yellow Belt
Congratulations to Tanner Grail on earning the rank of Yellow Belt 
Congratulations to Emma Wesselman on earning the rank of Yellow Belt 
Congratulations to Jackson Murphy on earning the rank of Yellow Belt

SNAP Fitness

Congratulations to Besiana Adzovic on earning the rank of Green Belt

BSR Bushido Ryu Bujutsu

Congratulations to Chris Martin for earning the rank of Yellow Belt
House of Soke (Soke Dwight Childress)
Ous! With acquired wisdom you can hear the words of silence and see the intentions of no response.  Thanking the entire BSR/KZI for a productive year.   Insecurity, pain, age and death are a few of the reservoirs were we harbor fear - I wish the leadership of this system a FEARLESS New Year.  Love, Soke

Ous! Sending prayers out for Sensei Antonio Culbreath as he is seriously ill.

BSR Modern Martial Arts School
Best wishes for everyone over the holiday season.
Ken Zen Ichi Peaceful Warriors  

Peaceful Warriors are planning a trip in 2012 to the House of Soke II.  The details are presently being discussed between Snap Fitness, Hanshi Ling, and Shihan Shamsideen. Please contact Hanshi Tillery with any suggestions regarding this trip.  

From Hanshi Tillery and everyone at Ken Zen Ichi Peaceful Warriors, we would like to wish all the Ken Zen Ichi Family Members a safe, healthy and peaceful Holiday. Jambo, Hanshi Tillery.

BSR Bushido Ryu Bujutsu
Welcome new students Megan Burns, Mark Eggen Sperger, and Michelle Szukala.
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SNAP Fitness

Thank you everyone as we celebrated five years of being open on November 3, 2011!! Thank you Parents, Students, and Black Belts for your continued support.  
Reminder:  All students must be in required uniform in order to participate in the karate program. This includes karate pants, top and belt.  Any attire that is not KZI karate issued is not acceptable. This is one facet that ensures that the quality of the karate program be maintained.  

Acknowledgment to Sensei Pierson Bisceglia on his 2nd place winning in cross country track.

Welcome back Ariana Adzovic

Welcome new student Karina Affonso

There is a Black Belt class every Friday night at SNAP Fitness from 7:00-8:00pm. Any KZI Black Belt who would like to train, learn and share technique and skills such as grappling, kata, weapons, self-defense, etc are welcome to attend. 

 
Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa, Happy Hanukah, and a peaceful Winter Solstice.

House of Soke II

The Kids Pizza Party was a blast!  Thank you everyone for joining and participating.

Welcome new students C.J. May and Carder Unitis.

Congratulations to Sensei Hoang Le on the birth of this son, Bryan Hoang-Vu Le.
Sapphire Dragons

To all, a very merry holiday and a happy New Year.

Ken Zen Ichii Japan

All is going well.
KZI - Tennessee 

Happy holidays!
Hudson Valley RyuTe Kan (Kyoshi Joe Mansfield)
In November 2011 we mourned the loss of Tashi Jim Logue who is / was our Top Instructor under Taika.  He was with Taika in Okinawa and one of three who were instrumental in bringing Taika to the USA.  Otherwise It would of been a long time (if ever) that Kyusho and Tuite Jitsu would of been introduced to the Martial Arts World outside of Okinawa. Tashi and I had a close relationship, I will miss him dearly…Mansfield Kyoshi

 
Miscellaneous

What's up my brothers!  Seeing you all at the October Conference has my embers lit.  See you soon – I’m coming.  And if you need to reach me, a good contact number is 917-932-3494 (cell)…Shihan Walee Bomani 

Video Clip of the Month

Checkout the Youtube site at http://www.youtube.com/user/BsrBushidoRyu?feature=mhee about the origins of BSR.
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Pearl’s of Wisdom

THE NEXT LEVEL? by Sensei Liggera, Sr. (PART 2 of 2)

That is the tip of the question.  Next comes the challenge and that is one of “killing the Buddha”.  In this instance the Buddha has become EGO.  As Martial Artists we have Ego and pride and strong personalities.  We have needed them to get through what we have.  No wallflower would have kept going.  A certain amount of strength is truly necessary.  But like chocolate, moderation is still the key.  As we work with each other we grate on one another.  We argue and of course fight, like any other family.  This leads to a broken house.  Add this to the lack of unification that a Soke lends and where does BSR go.  And maybe some are ok with its passing.  I see this as a shame.

But unity takes effort.  Burying the hatchet so to speak.  And not in each others’ skulls.  Let go of the past.  Now I will digress here and say candidly this is a big problem in my life.  Feel free to ask my father.  Call him up.  He will tell you that I never forget.  Never.  So this challenge is one for me as well.  Can we forgive and forget.  I am going to say that, at best it is very hard.  But do we have to.  Can we let enough Ego go that we can move forward in an even manner?  

I found that in learning I became more rounded from various instructors.  One might fight better, one might do kata better, and one might delve into the spirit better.  For the whole journey we take what we need.  And all students don’t want the same thing either.  Greater unity allows us to appeal to a greater student base, which allows BSR to continue.  After all in many ways it is not about the Blackbelt’s, Kyoshi’s, and Hanshi’s, we are here.  Where does the future come from?

So can we look past ourselves to achieve something?  Another Soke will not be Dwight Childress.  If for the best of his reasoning he chose one of you to be Soke could you continue in that role as a leader not led by the Ego.  In the same vein could the rest of us support that person without the taint of Ego as well.  

This goes for a call to unity that has recently gone out with the unification seminar in NY.  This is a call to the future.  It is about no one school or instructor.  It is a call for BSR/KZI.  Can we come together and leave the Ego at home.  No ulterior motives and no self-aggrandizement, just sharing the respect that each plain person deserves.  We all bring something to the table.  Can we drop the rest and respect those facets that are within each of us?

Karate Quotes

"He Who Knows Others Is Wise. He Who Knows Himself Is Enlightened." - Tao Te Ching
“Saya no naka no kachi” (victory is won while the sword is still in the scabbard).
Editor’s Notes

Articles for the Ken Zen Ichii website and newsletter are being actively solicited.  Anyone who wants to submit an article should contact Sensei Michael Calabrase at mcalabrase@bsrwarriors.com or the editor at Noah_Valle@hotmail.com, (818) 395-0757. 
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